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feelings of our nature. Disgusted with the
cruelties exhibited by the French Revolu-
tion at a very early stage of its progress,
and viewing it as a consuming fire, which,
in the course of its conflagration, threat-
ened to destroy whatever was most valuable
in society, the authors wished to contribute
their efforts in stemming the torrents of
Jacobinism in America, and resolved to ren-
der the ' Echo ' subservient to that purpose.
They therefore proceeded to attack, as
proper objects of satire, those tenets, as ab-
surd in politics as pernicious in morals, the
visionary scheme of equality, and the bale-
ful doctrine that sanctions the pursuit of a
good end by the most flagitious means."

Webster's judgment of the condition of
literature in the country at a time when he
was seeking to live by it is contained in a
frank statement which he makes in one of
his letters to Dr. Priestley. That philoso-
pher had addressed certain letters to the
inhabitants of Northumberland, in which he
undertook to lecture them as a philosoph-
ical and wise Englishman might properly
lecture the citizens of a young and inexpe-
rienced republic. Webster replied in ten